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Conversat iorrs wi th Ar-rr iL Norsra

Mot-her was i :orn i r r  Tchgel t ra/  Russia smal l  t -own in l -he Minsk

sLal , r - : .  The ear i -  iest  Lhi  ng Lfrat  I  renrernber abor.rL rny mot l ret ,  i ter

rnother dierJ when she was nine ye,rrs r : ld and l ier  f  . r ther couldt t 'L

keep her because he trad no food so l - re qave her to r ich people.

She was $r" lpposed Lr:  p lay wi th their  chi l . r l ren but they tctr-rk her to

thre k i tchen and she !ra$ work ing wi th the rrraids.  This ls where she

Iearrred hr:w tr :  cr : r :k.  When she h,as l5 year: i  oId stre fe l l  in love

vr iLh rny father,  ancl  her febher was against  i t .  His father was a

lr lacksmith.  Her father used to mrake br ieks for  bui l r l ingt  i ie l re

l - t rought hre was higher than the blacksmith drrc l  d idnf  L l ike t . t re:

shir ldach, BuL my mom b/as very deLerrnined to rnarry hirr  and t-hen

stre took s ick.  So f  inal ly her father gave her pernr ission Lo rnarry

l r i rn.  Tirey l ' r , l rJ s ix chj- ldretr .  They movecl  t - r"r  the {-r . rwtr  wt-rere t -he

gr-arrdparents were Ctraroneiste.  Approx 2A mi les away. ' f t len rrry

rnr: ther . :nd f  ather decided that my f  ather should go t t :  Anter ic; l  .

Hy f  ather wenL to Anrer ica in 1913 in Decernber.  We cl idn' t  go

wi th him because my nrot-her w, s L)regnanb hhe l : :aby vJa*i  t :c-rr  t i  in

Marclr .  Narnes of  brothers.rncl  s isters Bor. tct t ,  Mi"cho1e, Bract te

(  Beatr ice )  r  Nacharne ,  Y i rsel ,  ancl  Avrenrel .  Avrernel  and YirseI

c l iecl  .  One fronr byphoid and orre f ro l r r  Ineasels,  Bc.rrach \dcts k i1 le<1 i r r

1940 by the Nazi f  s.  They Look , : l I  t -he .Jews; i t t  P ' rsoct ln.r  br : r  . t

r lea"r l - . ry c iLy and Lhey gassed Lt lem al l .  My l : rother was arnorrg therr t

. t f r tJ my aunts ,?r ' r t l  r - rncles and cor, l r i i -ns.  My sister Br,rche v/a; i  , t  twin.

Her twirr ,  who only l iver l  s iv.  weeks, \^ /as namecl was Racht:1,



i ihe only I ivet l  s ix weeks

Hy nroLher used to work in t f re f  ie l lc ls and in the wirr ter  made

whiskey. Thi ;s is why she was drrested. And then she escaper l  f  ront

pr isor l  and she went to a Jewistr  f  . r rn i  1y i r r  the f r red arrc l  to lc l  t -hem

about i t .  Ttr is famity got in tor :ch wi th me atrr l  I  wetr t  t r :  meeL

rnother in a nearLrY town,

Wherr rny niother was i r r  pr is;on a few Jewistr  fami l ies c:arne to

vj-s i t  her ,3r t r l  they wr lu l tJ br ing her sorne foor l  dnr l  s l re wt:ulr-1 ,* lw,tys

give some to the guards.  One Jewish fami ly Lold her that  they

l ive r ighb acroi is f rorn the pr isr :n and she is f ree to corne ther*.

r lne rnorning she got up and told the qJuarcl  that  r rature cal led.  Tfre

guard h, ld enough conf idence in her to let  her go hersel f .  l lhe

orr ly had a pett  icoa t-r  df l  undershi , r ' t .  and a scar f  and she w;r lkerd

r ight  r : r : t  .  At  5 or 6 in the morning she knocker l  orr  the door r-r f

the Jewish fami ly and rnade them take her in.  Ttre fami ly hic l  her

there for  three or four c lays r-rnt i1 Llrere was an opportutr i ty { :c,

send her-  out .  wi  t  h a horse and wagon -  She went back to l , lusdeh and

:;he h/ar j  l - t iere al : r :uL a week. In the m€ant ime Lh* pol ice c:ame at i r - l

t - t rey started tc-r  search . f  or  moLher.  Two days later I  got  worcj  that

I  shr:r : ld go to th is Lown, Nr:sdel t  I  was r : t " t Iy LZ ye,trr ;  o l  d .  i

vr . r lked ten or f  i f teen mi les.  When I  gcl t  there I  asked wher-e the

Rabb i  h/ , rs and r lom was ,r t  the Rabbi ts t touse .  Another f  , r ru i  Iy kelr t

morn arrd nre for  about a week or terr  c1ays. Morn was very shaken upr

i f  tkrey caught her they'd k i l t  l i€r  r ight  ab/ay.



blow v/e decidecl  t f re only th i  r rg t .c"r  dei  was t .c go t ,o Polancl  .  Our

state,  Minsk Goberyne, in 191-B/ ! r 'as div i rJed in two. Hal f  Lo

Pr;1ant1 ancJ tral f  { -o t i te Russ ian$. f  r r  1921 h,e catne Lo Polalrc l  .  The

t i rsb t ime I  wenL with ny rnother.  My sir ; t -er  hfds l "ef  L wi- th ,Jnother

fami ly and we'd send for her Jat"er- .  Wtr i le we were going the guide

v/as k i11ed. The br-r l l "et ,  t l rat  k i l led the ,3uide went-  r i t3ht  hy my

nose. He drew us al l  toget,her,  Lhen pul led me Lc.r  h inr  and the

bul let  went r ight-  inLo his st-omach. Mot-her , lnr l  I  were hirJd*r i  in

bt tshes .  At ;  r lc)1l  break t  i iey 1e f  1-  "  We ( : r  awlet l  on our stornac,:hs t - r :  a

farrn house. The r log sLarLed to bark and bhe f ,*rner c:arne out-  to

:ree what.  wcts going on "  We Lold the f  armer whral  hacl  Lrappened to

us .  He leL us wash ourse l -ves and gave us sorne f  or :d .  I {e thelr  L r :ok

hi  s t rc l rse ; rnd wagon and took u$ back Lo t l " re t r :wn, Nusclelr ,  where

we rnet the gui t ie.  We had givetr  $20 L.o t .he R, l l - r l : r i  to be giverr  l * t :

t .he guic le wh€rr  h* present-ecl  a note wi t t r  our s igniLures that-  \ , te

harJ gotten t ,here , l l r  ight .  The Rabbi gave ur; ;  b,rck Lhe $2( l  Lo rnake

i l r rangenrents wi .Lh another guide.

A week l . r ter  we tr ied sqain and we were sr lccessful .  Wtren we

gof to Poland, in Nesvish,  rny mother i :ouk v{ j ry s jc;k .  She spent;

s ix wr:eks in bhe trospi t , , . r l .  Tfrey gdve Lrer an i r r ject i r :n ; rnd

poi  sc;ned her arnr.  People f  rorn Pesclchna t-eiok me i r r  unL i  1 nrorn carne

or:b of  the hospi taL

In 1922 cr c leclarat ion f  rom the Pol  is f r  governrnenL came int-cr

ef  fecL. Att  f r : re igners f rom Russia l iad t r :  g, :  l :ack Lo Russi .a.  My

ITrrJther t t rade soITt€l  f  a lse pa$spc)r ts arrd the Pol  is t r  governrr ient  c l  j .cJrr '



l :other r is.

We spenf about a yeirr  antJ a hal f  in Polancl ,  s ix mont-hs l . r ter

my si ; ;Ler cr i f f r€r  my l : l r t : ther Boxar:h didr: tb wanl-  t - r :  g{)  to Amerir :a.

My f  at- f :er  scnt us some money and $orne paper $ .  We took e t ra in tcr

Gernr,sny,  then Hol land, and f  i r ra l ly  l - t :  AnLh/erp,  whLrre we w. l i t -ed

fr . t r  t .hr*e weeks "  We cdme to Amer j  ca Deceml:er 18, 19?3 whren I  was

15 years old.

When we arr  ivecl  we f  ound out that  t -he quota f  or  wives. ,  tc l

jo i t r  t l re i r  husbands In/as al I  f  i l led.  They wartLed to | i r jpdrat t r

us.  h le st . ryed wit l r  morn tar.  two weeks at  Bl l is  Is land. Thc stay

wd$ horr i t r le there.  My father c, tme ,*nd tr :uk u: i  r : r - rL , r r r rd rnorn c,Jrne

nuL a week lat-er af  ter  she \das br-rrucled.

We stayed i .n New Yt:rk abor: t  three weeks anrJ then we c;rme t t :

phi ladelphia.  My {ather had a house for us prep;rred.

My mother had two l : rothers here antJ , r  s ister here.  MiILorr

( :arne acci t lent ly.  He went bo PoIand $peculat ing,  buying srrrne

merch' lndise and sel l  ing.  Fie came in 1?20. He meL up wit , l r  : : ; ( )me

people who didn?t have any mothers or fathers.  They advised l - r im

Lo bake .r  [ r r :at ,  to Amer ica a: j  an orph.:rr ,

I  got  a job in a sweaL shr,rp where I  learrred how t-o sew. Ther

f  i rsL week I  earnet l  f  r :ur  r l r  f  ive cJol lars.  A year ()r  twr-r  lat*r : r  I

. j r : i r ted t l re unir-rn,  I  wasi  very . rct ive i r r  the union ( I r rLerni tL i r - . rnaI



Ladies Garmr:nt  Union I [ ,C) f  ight ing f  r : r :  ] - retLer cr :ndi t i  ons.

I  wenl-  Lcl  scl tool  at"  t r i  gf iL ancl  t l r is  is ;  where I  nret  my husbancl

i r r  1924. Due tc Izzy we jo ined l - i ie $hr: lum Aleictrem Juden CIr :b.

Therc we-re lectures,  c l iscussion groups arrd picnir :s.

Tzzy w,rs d pr inter.  We goL marr ied i .n 1929 "  ( : i r - i r  Lwu sorts

were l - rorn in t -he Depres$ion. We l ived wit t r  i l ty  nrother and claid fc.rr

f ive ye. t rs.  When I  was pregnant wi t .h Velvul  we rncrved out bec,ruse

we needecl  lTrore room.

Our f i rsL mov€) was to Strawberry Mansion in 1934 (1819 3Znd

st-reel :  )  .  The ,rp,sr tment i tad r) t )€ ber l roonr,  , . r  k i t .ct retr  &trd , l  l - rat- l - r -

rc i ( )m. Wherr we l  ivecl  there Tzzy was mak i r rg $27 or $28 a week .  Therr

he got a raise t r :  $35 a week. At t f re end r : f  l -934 my sen Wit l iant

was bclrn,

Pr ior  to oLrr  coming there Gernlai l  Jew: i  h.rd be{ j I l  l  iv i  r rg i r r  Ltrc-

l re ig l ihor l r t - rod.  In 1929 and 1"930 , : r  l . r : t  of  Lhetn sb.  r ted Lr:r  l lu)ve r-r t t t

to hetter neighborhoods ancl  t -he rnic ld le c lass,  wr- i rkt : r : i  s tar t -*c l  t - l r

rntsys in t .o SLrawbeyr-y Marls i r )n.

In 1942 our qu. i r ters got a 1i t - t le srnatr I ,  so \ , te moved two

l_,1,-rc l . :s , i tv , ty r)ver .3 l :uLcher shr:p (  ?{ l0r l  Nc,r t } r  :12 sbreet-  )  .  Ti"rer:er \ , { ,3s

.J beidr{)of i r  for  our chi ldren ancl  we }rael  a beclroorr l  and a k i tc}-ren and



, r ,  l iv ing ro()m I fe lb r icfr

Stokely Element-ary Schroo"L was r ight  arouncl  t t re corr ler .  I  was

act ive in the school"  as a c l , rs:s rnoLher and vice pres i r lent  of  th*

sc:hooJ associat- iorr .  The teachers ancl  sbr-rdents were most ly Jewish.

Tfrere were a few hundrecl  chi l r l ren,  rnosLly Europe,tns*-Russi , : r r

Pc.r I ish,  I lurrgar ian ani l  German, in the sctrr :o1,  ebr:ut  95qa of  whonr

were Jewish.

Tht crre, t  t " r f  Sf  "rawl" :er Iy Marrs iorr  r - r f  f  crcd us a ]ct ,  I i ' i rst  of

al I  i t  provided [ : l ,aygrouncis in t ] re p,erk for  Lhe chi l r l ren wherr :

" t -hey cou.J.d play sports l ike basebal l ,  baskei t i ra l l  and tennis.  Tl le

Pl t i I , : rJelphia Symplrr :ny Orch*str , :6rerforrnet l  for-  f ree Lhr i :ugfror. t t  the

sumrner . : t -  L l re.  Del l  .  Importarr t  personal  i t ies arrd opera stars wor"r ld

be invi ted t r :  perf t - rs*.  I t  w. ls such ,3 t re,nt  f r : r  r - ls  Lo tL*,1r:  P, luI

RoLleson. I t  d idnrt  cosi 'L u: i  a cen"L.  f - , i : l  iarr  Forrds al .so came.

When my older son, Alan, sLart-et l  h igt t  r ;c l tool  on Brr) ,Jd.rnd

ney sLree' t -s we t- t rou<3Lrt ;  abcut-  rnovirrg to LhaL area. I lut-  t t re

i ldren r l  . idn' t -  w; i - r t  [ - i :  1e*ve t-hc* SLraw]:eyry Mansion ,rrecr.

Dur i l tg Woxl t l  Wa::  IT h/c w€:ru very . rct ive i r r  t - l re Russian War

Rel. ief  .  Also aL Lhat Lime Lhe chi l - r f ren hier:e in the B,:ry Scoutr , ; .

In l -94? we buught a l ionre at  33rcl  5t .  (2 l i46) ancl  Slrawi)err .y

Mansiorr .  We l iver l  Lher*,  abor.r t .  e ight-  years ant l  were very l i , *ppy.

l " ly  dad and mom had mclved in wi th Li$ bec:aui ie rnom wasn'L wel l .  My

o1

ch



cl , rd t l ied s ix weeks l "at-err  due Lo,3 k idney problent,  a l -  65.  Thr is

was a shclck because my mo'Lher hras the s i r ;k or le.  Morn st-ayed wjt .h

Ine f  r ) r  c i  f  ew ye,?rs at id Ltren she wetr t  Lu stay wi th rny s i ; ; tcr  Bea

be cause Be;r  wer i t ,  t -o wor k alrc l  mom wanLe el  Lo l ie lp her out"  .  Monr

st .ayed with Be, l  f  or-  22 ye,3r; j .  Wl ien Tzzy ret- i ret l  I  i "nsist-r : r l  t  h, l t

rnom corne l ive wi t l i  mc. Mom fe11 in my l - re.c l room and broke her

hip.  I  n l r rsecl  her f  or  l9 rnonths.  Mon weri t  into . i  nr : rs Lng hornt l  arrd

t- l ied t ,here 15 nronLhs 1aLer.  Four years later my brci t :hcr Mi l torr

dier l  .  Atrr l  , t  ye,3r arrr l  c- i  h, l l f  later my hr:s l - i , r t r rJ rJ i r :c l  ,

In 1952 or 1-953 the reral  eE' l - . r ' te pe'-rp.Le st . r r ted L:ornLrarcl i r rg

t ,hr :  neighl :or . l r r :od wi . th leLters and Leleptrone c*1Is aski t rg Lts to

se 11 our" hcluses .  They stated t .hat  b/e coul .<J gc:  t -  r t  goot l  pr  . i  i :er  ctr l r , l

t l iat  peuple w, inted l - r :  buy l ' rouses in t l ie t re ighbor l ic ior f  .  BIacks

st . r r t -ecl  coming i r r  at :  l t r . rL l - i r r re.  M;rrry pr- :op1er deci<- let l  to sel l  tht : i r

hr . r rnes, nlost ly bec,. luse sonre hr:p1s'o wer i l  t - r :o big.  3 l r r - l  : ; l : rer- : t -  l i ; rd

f  uur berclrr lorn Lreiuses, af  ter  c l r  j .  lc l rerr  got  n iarr  ied t -Lre l rouses were)

too l r ig.  As peopl-e rrrr)V€rJ or:b,  sCIme undesiral : I r :  e l r :nrenLs also

rnovr:d in.  Fur exanrgr ler ,  our rrexL dc)r l r  I r t* ighbor rrrc lved or. i t :  and i l

t fc- 'a l l  g i r l r t  hr . ruse was set-  up i l r  L i t*  j :esirJence. Wl-ret t  rny soi l  w{ l : i  . in

Korea T cl icJnrL wor"ry as r tuuh about-  h i . tn as wl ien he cctrne frorne and

wcrs exposecl  L.r :  th is.  When he wr-ruJ.rJ L-ome honi* :  , lL one c. i :  l -wo

ci Ic lock in L.he m(]rrr i l rg f  wtru"Lcl  s i t "  near Lhe ur i t rc law and waLch hj . rn

coming home. 5cr ,1s s()on ,3; i  we l -e, l r f iet l  wh;" t t . :  k i t t t - l  c i f  r t t ' : ig l t l " rors we

ir . rd wo s;r . )1d our l ronre ancl  rnovecl  t - r :  the Ncir  Lheast ,

Frr l r t r  SL.rawberry Mat i -"- : , ior t  pr*oLr l t ,*  nr t :ver l  t " . r - r  Lhe Nr- l lLhc. i l ;1-  ' r t rd



Mount Airey.  Bvr, :ntr . r i l . l  1y Moutr t .  Ai . r :cy ar l "so belc. l t r rc prcd,.- rnr i r r . rnt , ly

b1*ck.  f  w,rr ;  vt : ry utr l t , lppy i r r  t - l ' re Nr-rrLhe. lst  f  or  qui te , : : r  whi  1e.

,St-rawber-Ty Marls ion was very #olrvenic:rr t - .  We l racl  i r  bu: : ,  qci i r rg (rJ l

33rt- l  r ;1-r .eet-  t : l i ,a l .  wr-ruI tJ Lak* nrr . i  Lr . r  1-r-rwtr . ,  Lt-r  Lhe Academy r-r f  Music,

; rnd to the MuseLlrTl .  In abou' t -  15t  r r r i r ruLes f  was i r i  [ " ] re cent.er par: t -

of  the c i ty.

fn ,$t ; rawtrerry M;:nsian rnost of  the storf fs were c)n 33rr l

street,  nost ly food stc"rres,  c lothing shops, l :utchers,  d: :ug

sLores,  in a one or two block area. A11 t l re shopowners were

Jewish. I  only h, lcJ Jewish neighbors.  AI1 of  us were in ther

t l /ork ing c lass.

We had a Ref orr l r  s iynagogue or)  3Zrrd ancl  Morrt .gomery st leet .s.

Al ; r - r r : t "  l ra l f  a block away there !c,*s an Orthodox synag( lgue. Crn 33rd

sLreet ctrrd Diamorrd t ,here wds a beaut i f  u l  CurtservaLi  vt :  sylrcr tJogun.

Orr 31.: ; t  antJ York Lhere w,rs d smalI ,  l " i l -L le synagogue. Bet-ween

32nd.:rrd 33rd,  on Hunt ington, tLrere was another snral , l  synagogue

( i t  h, ld around 150--200 peCIpIe )  ,

[ . le did not have a communiLy center.  People had funct ions in

rented haIIs,  We had a nreet ing pl*rce c. l I Ied Lhe Wr:rk ing CIub. Ab

uur once a week rneet ings b/e would have entertainment or Lake up

Srlme pr( lLr I*rrr .

McisL uf  l -her wives w{rr{ i  €) i tp loy*cl  .  We had a c{ay nursury on

33rd streel :  (around 2240) t  r r l r r  by Lhe Jewish F*r ie l : , f  l - iofr .  i lh i l -dr : f l r i r



wrir€:  t - r ruughL in dround ' l :30 CIr  8:00a.m. and the mother coul t l  go

off  t .o work and pick up her chi l r l rerr  aL the errrJ of  l -he rJ. t f  .  I {u l ; l -

cf  rny I r  iencls had Lhe i  r  chi  ldren i  n the nur.sury.

My womerl  f r iends worked in rJrel ;s fac-: t .or ies i r r r  Arcl i  sLreet in

tovrn.  TLre wtrol-e Garment i r rc l r :sLry was fron Brc;rd and Arch rrnt i l

aLior"r t  ?n,J and Arcl i  and Lhen rn;ry l :*  utJ Lr:  R,:ur:  sbreet. .  They l " ived

in .St . raw[reirry Mansiorr  "rncl  Lor-rk the num]:er I  bus i r r  1-ct  town.

Many of  Lhe merl  were cdp m,. tker:5,  rn*d* rnel l f  r i  c lot . l i l -ng,  l t r - l t tg

w.r11 paper/  were paint-ers,  ugrhc.r l : ;1-erets.  A luL of  thenr worked in

Lhe texL i  le factor ies.

f r i  1930 I  was selecLed by Lhe ILG r:nj . r" :n t"o be sent Lo Bryn

l , { ,awr ( lo l lege f  or  }ear lers l i ip Lraining. T}r t :  re were l -10 wonrert  f  ronr

ar1.1 over the IJ.  S.  anr l  f  ronr Englalrd,  Scoi- Iancl ,  Gerrn;rr ly and ot . l t t : r .

p l , :ces.  From Phi ladelphia Lhere were f  iv t - '  i4smrln.  I  spent* I ,wo

mont.hs there .  We had lectures,  Engl  is t r ,  Pol iL ics,  and Scier ice

classes. We had a c,r feter ia and h/e h/erenrt  h,rppty wi t f r  l - l le

foocl  .  So we goL 1-ogether a counsel  to f  ight  for  mcr€ feror l  .  Fr:opr lcr

f r r - r rn l -he area would cof t re to help Lls wi l -h our work atrc l  oLlr

spel l ing,

I  wcr: i  rn; t r r i .e ld a-[re, : . rdy CIne ye;tr  wherr  I  was : ,e lect .et ]  bo gc) t "c l

Bryt t  Mawr Cr:11ege. le;y I* t  r 'ne t l r . r  L l : is .  Wtt i l " r :  I  w, ' i -o,  ht tere:r  I  w, l ; i

select*d L, isy a schr: larship t -o Br ookw*r-r ,1 Col . ieger (a la l : r : r  co1-

leg* ) ,  l " rut  I  d i rJrr t t  ,eccepI i  L bel*ai ] : ; r j  I  watr tetJ Lt :  g{)  } ) , . l r jk  Lr :  l r  i tu.


